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Name of Book. 

Ethics of the Dust . . 

Old Farm Fairies . . 

Tenants of an Old Farm •• 

Inmates of my House and Garden 

The Animal Story Book 

Frank Fairleigh 

Tales of the Birds 

Eothen 

A Child’s Garden of Verse . . 


Author. 

Publisher . 

Price 

Ruskin 

Allen 

7 /A 

McCook 

( Hodder & 


McCook 

1 Stoughton 

6/. 

Brightwen 

F. Unwin 

3/6 

Lang 

Longmans 

6/- 


Routledge 

6d. 

W. Fowler 

Macmillan 

3/6 

Kinglake 

Black w'ood 

•/- 

R. L. Stevenson 

Longmans 

2/6 


For further good lists of books see under “ Books.” Parents' Review— 
December, 1891 ; June, 1892 ; March, 1893 ; June, 1893 ; and for reviews 
of books suitable as Christmas presents, see the December and January 
numbers of each year. 


THE “P.R” LETTER BAG. 

[ 2 he Edita r is not responsible for the opinions o/ Cor? es pendents .] 

Dear Editor,— I have read and re-read with great pleasure the 
delightful address of Miss Mary Louch in your November number — 
“ From three to seven years of age.” As the condition of the three-year- 
older has been occupying my thoughts during the last year, may I be 
allowed a little grace for a point or two, which are, I believe, of great 
importance in the training of children from three to six. The first of these 
is the necessity for a daily sleep, which all doctors will tell you is 
essential for the hearty development of a young child, and which more 
than anything rests and refreshes his rapidly developing brain. If parents 
were more persevering in forming and keeping this habit, we should soon 
see a diminution in the number of neurotic excitable children that are 
characteristic of the age. The second point I would urge is the danger 
of making appeals to the memory of quite young children We know from 
personal experience that the memory, prior to the age of six, is not in 
working order, if I may be allowed a homely phrase. We remember our 
lives, our surroundings, our parents, and our family at that age; but 
Defore that we can only recall isolated impressions, rapidly dwindling into 
a solute blank. It is fair to infer that the power to receive and retain 
impressions is not sufficiently strong to bear any artificial appeal from 
wit out. Let us leave it to time and nature. Two very sad instances 

nown to me, one of death and one of idiocy, from the attempts of well- 
meaning but ignorant parents to exercise a young child’s memory, 
K Pt me t0 em phasize this truth. The great task nature sets a child 
• K -i> e 1S earn * n & t0 ta lk, and though Miss Louch seems to think the 
^ability to use grammar, dictionary, or even to ask, “What do you 
• increases a child’s difficulty, I can assure her, from many years 
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possible as a child learns h ” wn tha T'** *, ang “ age as nearl y as 
taking the easiest and pleasantesT ,’out 13 understanding, you are 

his native tongue tvill be found ^ n ° f ° ne Wh ° ^ Speak 
, • , . . 6 . , °una incapable of learning a foreign language if 

he ,s taught .t as he tea™, his own ; but all the same I think it nnadS le 

and undesirable that a child should speak and read both French and 

-ng is y seven, for he has an enormous amount of other things to learn 

naturally, and unless .. only means imitating a tonne in his nursery, it 

oreT^" P “' P ° n,i gi, ‘ ninS S f ° reiSn "“W "" lil »^en 

Yours very truly, 

Crag Foot, Ben Rhydding, Emily Ml all. 

November loth , 1898. 


Dear Editor,— Perhaps some of your readers may be able to help 
Madame Yei 1 heodora Oyaki, the writer of the enclosed letter. Any books 
forwarded to me will be sent to her:— 

“lam returning to my fatherland to teach English in a large school in 
Tokio. My pupils will be the boys from 6 to 12 years of age, and 1 shall 
have older pupils by-and-by. My plan at heart is to start a little 
literary society for Japanese ladies, to help them keep up and pursue the 
study of English, and to make them interested in the good standard 
literature of England. A wider education and more mind culture seems to 
me the first step to raise the women of Japan to a higher status than they 
at present occupy. My experience has shown me that whereas the men 
profess to despise their women as a class, they show marked admiration 
for a clever and educated woman whenever they hear of one or meet one. 
This fact has made me earnestly wish to help my sisters to read and to 
study English. I shall begin very quietly among my friends — holding a 
meeting about twice a month, when I shall have some book read aloud 
and translated — and, if I can get sufficient books, I shall encourage the 
members to borrow a book to read betw een times and to criticise the work at 
the following meeting. 1 have asked a few people in England to contribute 
any spare book but as yet with little success. This seems very strange to me 
in a land overflowing with literature as England is. I cannot afford to get 
them myself, I regret to say, but if you could help me with even a few good 
works, I shall return to Japan greatly encouraged. What I wish for very 
much are some good biographies of noble men and women , but any works 
of standard literature would be acceptable. If you could get anyone to 
send me a periodical magazine when finished with, that would be of 
interest to women w’hen I am out there, it would be a great help to 
my little club.” 

Yours sincerely, 

H. Franklin 


50, Porchester Terrace, 

November utk , 1898. 
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THE “P- R -” 

—Early this month a letter in the Times, signed “ M.D ” 
Dear Editor, j many pe0 pie. „ A physician of high standing" 
must have surpris « boys for admission into a good public school 
who had been ex . - ficant minority imperfectly developed or subject to 
found all but an S kindS) and seein g that these boys had no doubt all 
deformities of v ‘ nQ expense or care had been grudged, he Was at 
come from ho ^ account for this alarming result. An active discus- 

a loss to on the C a U ses that dispose our boys to delicacy before 

sion has toi ^ fee ding and mode of life there, and the training 0 f 

going to s ’ Times has thus given wide circulation to much that the 

teachers ^ insisted upon for years, and the Spectator too has 

Far TL backward in helping the good work. In an article on the 
n °H ih of our Boys ” (November 12th) the writer pertinently asks why 
“h^are so delicate, whereas our girls are admittedly stronger and 
K Ur than ever before. He considers that “ we are too careless as to 
lfstour boys eat at preparatory schools, and we allow them to be worn 
t bv an injudicious mixture of work. The brainwork by itself would not 
wt them or the energetic play, but the mixture of both before either 
brain or muscles are fully framed wears them out with weariness.” 

The report on Secondary Education, and the two bills on the subject in- 
troduced by the Duke of Devonshire and the Headmasters’ Association, 
come in for much attention, and an exhaustive article on the subject by 
Cloudesley Brereton appears in the Fortnightly for this month. After 
shewing that the report is justified in describing our Secondary Education 
as “fortuitous, piecemeal, and haphazard,” the writer refers in particular 
to some of our more glaring defects, such as the inefficiency of the teachers 
and the ill-arranged curriculum leading to premature specialization. He 
points out that Technical Education can never attain its full development 
as long as it has not a sound general education to build upon, and con- 
cludes by saying that “ Secondary Education, dry and technical as it seems 
and difficult because of its complexity, becomes for every English parent, 
nay for everyone who has the welfare of his country at heart, a question of 
the deepest and most momentous importance.” 

Mr. Bryce spoke at Burnley last month on the same subject, and urged 
that even as a matter of business it was bad policy to take a boy from 
school until he was 17, because he is unable to take full advantage of his 
technical training until the foundation of general knowledge has been laid 
broad and deep. With this speech, which forms the text of an article in 
the Spectator for October 22nd, it is interesting to compare Laurie 
Magnus’ paper in the Nineteenth Century for November, on the effect that 
modern industrial expansion in Germany has had on their Universities. 
In this connection also may be read Professor Mahaffy’s racy indictment 
of the Irish Secondary Schools in the same magazine, entitled “ How to 
circumvent ‘ cramming.’ ” 

Increased attention seems to be given to the question of a pure milk 
supply, and considering the important place that milk holds in the diet 
of children, and the readiness with which tubercular disease is conveye 
by it, renders it one of the highest importance. It is asserted that the 
English are the only people who habitually use large quantities of on- 
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cooked milk. Certainly no nation is so scourged by consumption, and the 
medical papers are unanimous in saying that no milk should be used 
Without previously boiling, unless it has been pmperly sterilized. 

Ti. • „f £ m S t ect ^”- (November 5, h), a review of the life of 
Thring. of Uppingham, by Di. C. R. Parkin, C.M.G., which would make 
an admirable addition to our library. 

Pater Junior. 


P.N.K.U. NOTES. 

Edlted b y Miss Frances Bi.ogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street , S.W . 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, ate requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places:— 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 

COLCHESTER. — Hon. Sec., pro tem. , Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 
Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 

CROYDON. — Names may be sent pro tem., P. Rands, Esq., Brighty, 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Streatham, 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leicester. 

Bournemouth. — Miss C. A. Rooper, Pen Selwood, Gervis Road. 
Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

York. 

Huddersfield. 

Bristol. 

Lewes.— Names may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Fawsett, 83, High Street. 
Dorking.— Names may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Powell, Oakridge. 
Brussels. — Names may be sent pro tem., Madame de Goeij, 35, 
Rue du Moulin. 

Windsor. 

Norwich. 

Readers of the Parents' Pieview living in these districts, or^having 
friends there, are asked' to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


